SIMPLIFYING FAITH LECTURE SERIES

By  H.E. Metropolitan Bishoy

#11 Signs Preceding The Lord’s Second Coming
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen.

Are there specific signs of Jesus Christ’s glorious Second Coming? And, if these signs are found, are they a means of pinpointing the time of His Coming?

Christ the Lord certainly gave signs: “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near” (Mt 24:32).

There is no objection to having signs, but signs do not determine the timing of His Second Coming, otherwise they would contradict His assertion that: “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in his own authority” (Act 1:7). These signs have a secondary advantage (other than knowing the approximate time of His Coming -approximate does not mean specifying years, months, days, or hours): as long as these signs have yet to take place we have an answer for those who claim that the Second Coming approaches: ‘So, where are the signs?’ The signs are not only for us to know when His Coming approaches, but also to help us respond to those who claim the imminence of His arrival.

We need to clearly understand these signs in the correct sequence; it is not enough to recognize the signs, we need to know their correct order. From His own words we recognize the following sequential signs to precede our Lord Jesus Christ’s Second Coming:

1) The Gospel Spreads throughout the world

2) The Jewish Repentance and Faith in Jesus Christ
3) The Grand Spiritual Revival based on their repentance and faith
4) Manifestation of The Beast (not an animal but a person who claims to be Christ)
5) General Apostasy based on the appearance of the Beast, accompanied by severe persecution on Christians
6) Enoch and Elijah (who ascended to heaven alive) return to earth and are martyred
7) The Great Tribulation which precedes the Lord’s Coming
These seven signs are followed by the events of His actual Coming, which could be considered the eighth event (but not a sign). There are seven signs; the eighth event is the actual Coming. Let us look at each sign and the Scriptural reference to each sign.
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The Gospel Spreads Throughout The World:
Christ our Lord said, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Mt 24:14); here He tied between witnessing to all nations and the end of the world.

If we set out searching for this sign, we would find that the Bible indeed has spread throughout the whole world. It has been printed in hundreds of languages, making it very easy for any world population to learn the contents of the Bible -either through one of these prints, or through one of the translations done by interpreters.

Even our Coptic Orthodox Church currently has churches in almost all the countries of the world. We have churches in Europe, North America, South America, Africa, and Asia. We also have sister churches - the Syrian Orthodox Church, the Antiochene Orthodox Church –located in Syria, Asia, Lebanon, the Middle East, and as afar as India.

We have churches in Australia. We have started services in Japan –under the direction of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III and under the auspices of His Grace Bishop Daniel of Sydney. We also have churches in New Zealand. They even have a city there called Christ’s Church where we have a church under the bishopric of Melborne and the auspices of His Grace Bishop Suriel. At a quick glance we find the apostles testimonial (mentioned by Saint Paul): “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world” (Rom 10:18; Ps 19:4).

I envision that the idea of witnessing to the Gospel throughout the world is one of the signs that has virtually been fulfilled. Here applies Christ the Lord’s assertion: “Until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Lk 21:24) -the Gentiles are the non-Jewish nations. We can say we are very near reaching this sign, but there are no specifications. There is a general feeling that the Bible has spread throughout the whole world. The sign to confirm this is the repentance and faith of the Jews.
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The Jewish Repentance And Faith In Jesus Christ:
There is a link between the two issues (repentance and faith); our teacher Saint Paul said:

“For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, [A person who does not strive to understand this point will mistakenly consider himself wise –this point needs concentration to be understood.] that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved” (Rom 11:25-26).

All Israel will be saved does not mean 20 or 30 Jewish persons in such and such a city believe in Christianity, or a large community in the Eastern United States come to Christianity and built a prototype of Solomon’s Temple in Florida -showing the link between the temple symbolism and the Christian religion. All these are approach attempts between Christianity and Judaism, but the question is, ‘Have they become Orthodox?’ Secondly, ‘How many are they?’

He says, “All Israel will be saved”; Scriptural citation cannot bear embellishment. The Jewish repentance and faith results from a deep-rooted changeover in the Jewish nation. The meaning is sustained even if there are a few exceptions to the general Jewish population -weather present in the land of Israel or outside. The point is that overall they will believe, because not all Jews reside in Israel. It will be an overall repentant return to God.

This in not only written in the New Testament, but also in the Old Testament, because Hosea the prophet said,

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice [when the temple is destroyed]… Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days” (Hos 3:4-5).

Hosea came hundreds of years after King David, so when he says, “seek the Lord their God and David their king”, who is intended? Our Lord Jesus Christ of course. This signifies their faith in Christ. How can they seek David when “he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day” (Act 2:29) as Saint Peter admonished.

He says, “The children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days” -so this is one of the signs of the Second Coming. To this day however, they continue to shed much blood in their wars with the Philistines, and stray many people in the Holy Lands. They are fighting for an earthly kingdom which Christ the Lord rejected, saying: “My kingdom is not of this world” (Jn 18:36). They also fight for an old temple of which Christ the Lord said, “Not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down” (Mt 24:2; Mk 13:2; Lk 21:6). He even told them, “See! Your house is left to you desolate” (Mt 23:38). Their eagerness to rebuild the temple is like blowing against the wind -God’s wind- which is steering them in the direction of relinquishing animal sacrifices and accepting His Sacrifice; relinquishing the earthly kingdom and accepting the heavenly kingdom. As long as their earthly dreams persist, their faith in Christ is restrained; their treasured embrace and pride of the Mosaic temple sacrifice laws and ordinances hinders their faith.

How will the Jews believe?

We cannot declare an opinion on this issue, but we have a responsibility. Our responsibility is to witness to Christ everywhere and at all times. Today’s means of communication facilitate contact with any person anywhere, without having to move. We have a responsibility to witness to the Old Testament prophecies. Christians need to carefully and accurately explain Christianity from the Old Testament, so that it engraves the integrity of Jesus Christ’s ministry, and the reality that Jesus of Nazareth is the awaited Messiah. This is our message. Even if we do not reside among them, in the Holy Lands, we can influence their mentality through these means of communication; just as we have communities and churches in America who can proclaim Christian principles, and thus help Jews residing there evaluate themselves, which would have a great effect on Jews anywhere else in the world.

We have a message and a duty for the Lord. When the Lord said, “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son” (Hos 11:1), this not only meant the Exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt, but also the Escape of the Holy Family to Egypt and their return from Egypt –where He was crucified in the Holy Land. The phrase, “out of Egypt I called My son” refers to when the Holy Family escaped to Egypt. Currently the true faith resides in Egypt, and in the sister churches. We have to preserve this faith, until the time when the ray of faith reaches these people. This is our responsibility!
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 The Grand Spiritual Revival Based On Their Belief:
The Jews are a universal grief! Saint Paul stated this by saying they “are contrary to all men” (1Th 2:15). But, according to God’s economy, “If their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” (Rom 11:15). What does this mean? It means that: if their rejection -because of their hardheartedness in crucifying Christ- caused the apostolic fathers to attend to witnessing to Christianity in all the world nations (if their rejection became the reconciling of the world -because Christianity spread to all the world people), then their return will be the cause of a great Christian revival. Unfortunately we currently see Christianity mainly declining, in a horrific way!

The movie The Passions Of The Christ was a cause of great disturbance to the Jews, yet it caused the Christians who watched it great remorsefulness over their sins. There is a movement occurring right now; I’m not saying that this movie will cause the Jews to believe, but it is apparent that they are experiencing a mental struggle. This movie had a great impact on all levels: the Jews are very upset while the Christians are very moved. This is a sample of what could happen in similar stages when the Jews sorrow over their sins; instead of weeping at the Wailing Wall for their passing glory, they would weep over their sin of crucifying Christ the Lord. Then even Christian will be rebuked.

At that time the Jews said, “His blood be on us and on our children” (Mt 27:25), and now they ask, ‘How is it our fault if our forefathers are the ones who crucified Him?’ -but until now you consider Him deserving of death! Don’t you consider Him a deceiver and contrary to the Law? So, according to the Law He is deserving of death. Today, every Jew within himself considers Christ deserving of crucifixion, so he has no right to ask, ‘How is it my fault if my forefathers crucified Him?’ This is just their way of misrepresenting the truth and camouflage. Regardless, “Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.” (Rom 11:28). As long as they condemn Christ they are enemies of the Gospel; they are beloved for the sake of the fathers when they repent and believe in Christ –then they will say, ‘Yes, this is the covenant which God made… to Abraham, 'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’” (Act 3:25). It will be most fitting; if all the peoples are blessed, why should they be deprived of this blessing. But the precondition is their repentance. Part of their repentance is to halt the bloodshed, halt violence, and halt their earthly dreams of expansion.
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 The Manifestation Of The Beast:
God helps us! Christ the Lord says that people living in those days will experience such “great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world… And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened” (Mt 24:21-22).

This is what will happen: “Now when the thousand years have expired [the symbolic ‘thousand years’ is when Christ bound Satan, after fulfilling redemption], Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth” (Rev 20: 7-8). This will be the unforeseen sorrow.

He again says:

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years [This stage began after fulfilling redemption]; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while” (Rev 20: 1-3).

He also commented on this little while saying, “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time” (Rev 12: 12). Instead of repenting, when Christ exposed his deceptiveness, disobedience, and injustice, he increased his wickedness when he was released from his prison.

Some claim that Satan will repent. I also read a column in one of the newspapers asserting that we have to love Satan and plea for his repentance. These claims contradict Scriptural teachings, which foretell that Satan will not repent. First of all, God declared this; and secondly, how can we love Satan? What is the advantage of wasting our energy on such an issue -beseeching for God’s enemy? When Christ the Lord said, “Love your enemies” (Lk 6:27) He meant human enemies, He never said ‘Love Satan’. Scripture says, “Your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith” (1 Pt 5:8-9), so we have to be cautious of these deceptions.

Certainly, when Satan comes he will not be content with stirring people with disturbing thoughts, but will choose a specific human person as his medium. Unfortunately, he will choose a person whose name numbers 666. Currently Devil Worshippers place 666 as one of their insignias of worship.

What does it mean to number 666? The letters are positioned in a specific sequence, and the first letter receives the value of 1, the second letter the value of 2, etc., until the tenth. The eleventh letter receives the value of 20, etc., until the nineteenth letter receives the value of 100, etc. When the number of the letters of his name are calculated they sum up to 666. This is why the Bible says, “Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666” (Rev 13: 18).

He did not want to disclose his name, lest at his coming he hollers: ‘Oh, so the Bible says I am the beast? Burn all the Holy Books!’ Then, anyone having the Holy Bible will be destroyed. This is why he says, “Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666” (Rev 13:18). Of course speculation is forbidden. For someone to gather the names of people who have lived and try by any means to claim that their number is 666 is certainly rejected. His name will be obvious, and once it is calculated, it will add up to 666.

Most probably it will be in the Hebrew language, because he will claim to be the Christ. He will have to come from the tribe of Judah and the seed of David. Therefore he will most probably have a Hebrew name, and the letters of his name will add up
. In the Bible there are letters calculated in Greek, while other names are calculated in other languages. Here the Greek will not be the operative language (although the New Testament was written in Greek), because he will claim to be the Christ. No one would ever believe that the Christ is of Greek descent, unless there is a Jew who lives in Greece and knows the Greek language, and is given a Greek name –but that’s a different story.
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 The General Apostasy:
The manifestation of the beast will not be without effect. After the Jewish repentance and return to the faith, there will be a phase of great boom -but all those who believe must sleep-in-the-Lord (by natural death, martyrdom, or some other means), “And so all Israel will be saved” (Rom 11:25-26). He did not say, ‘believe’ but said, ‘saved’. The word saved means they will believe, and sleep in the faith.

Where is the Jewish faith today? It still does not exist. And where is their salvation -not just their faith? This is why, when the apostles (in order to stimulate people to repentance and watchfulness) preached: “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God” (2Pe 3:12), and the people of Thessalonica (thinking that Christ was coming quickly) stopped working, building churches, etc., Saint Paul corrected this error by revealing this sign:

“[Christ] will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God…The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Th 2:3-4, 9-12).

It is very important here to see the connection Saint Paul makes between three features. First, he said that Christ will not come until the falling away comes first –not only the general apostasy but also the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition (the beast). He said that he will sit as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God …who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped.

One might ask, ‘What does it mean that he sits as God in the temple of God? Does this mean that Solomon’s temple will be rebuilt’? When Solomon consecrated the temple with many sacrifices and they brought the Ark of the Covenant (extant at that time) into the Most Holy, the Glory of God filled the house (consecrating the temple) (1Kings 8:10-11), so that it was called the temple of God. When Moses the Prophet consecrated the Tabernacle, he sprinkled the blood using the hyssop (Cf Heb 9:19) to sanctify the temple.

If the Jews rebuild, who today has the right to consecrate this temple? The Levitical priesthood has ceased and desisted, it is no longer called the temple of God. The phrase sits as God in the temple of God possibly indicates the Resurrection Church in Jerusalem. There is a massive church there called The Mid-World Church having a huge dome encompassing Christ’s tomb, Golgotha, and several relative events. There is a massive chandelier under this dome, and possibly churches from the time of Queen Helen (mother of Emperor Constantine), built and consecrated by the saintly patriarchs, before the era of schism. We might call this the temple of God.

I or any of the contemporary Israelite prime ministers could not erect a building and have it proclaimed as the temple of God. On the contrary, Saint Paul said, “You are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1Co 3:16), “Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone” (Eph 2:20). We refuse to acknowledge the application of the expression the temple of God in the New Testament and in the Holy Bible to a building erected by someone who does not believe in Christ. Rebuilding the temple is not a telltale sign.

The point is that he will try to take over the Sacred Sanctuaries, and declare himself the true Messiah (that the previous Christ was not the Messiah). Saint Paul says that he will come ‘with all power, signs, and lying wonders’, this is why our congregation should not run after and believe every miracle they hear. There needs to be some type of temporization and inspection, preferably by the church. She needs to be the one evaluating and declaring miracles, just as in the case of Saint Mary’s apparitions in her churches in Zeitoun and Baba-Doblow, and also recently with the Heavenly-Lights in St. Mark’s Church in Upper Egypt. The church officially sanctioned these occasions.

We should not run after every phenomenological apparition because even Satan has this capacity. During the days of Job he brought down fire from heaven burning all his fields, killed all his livestock, and capsized the house killing all his children. Though he is bound, he has this phenomenological capacity; but when he is loosed…

Saint Paul said, this beast, “The Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming” (2 Th 2:8). This is the third feature. I was saying that he made a connection between three features: he coupled Christ’s Coming, with the coming of the beast, and the falling away (General Apostasy) which will result due to many miracles performed by the beast. For the third element: who will put a stop to this beast and throw him into the lake of fire and brimstone with the devil and all his armies? The Second Coming of the Lord! “The Lord will consume [him] with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming”. Therefore, of the signs of the End of the World: the appearance of the beast, the general apostasy (and the beasts’ miracles which will lead to the general apostasy), and the Lord’s Coming -which will wipe out this disgraceful state of affairs.

Among the wonders, he says, “He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do” (Rev 13:13-14). Is there more than this, making fire come down from heaven? This responds to the people who say the Jews will believe when they rebuild the temple and fire does not come down from heaven. Satan is able to bring down fire from heaven! This is why Christ the Lord preceded and warned, “If anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it” (Mt 24:23).

The beast works against the Trinity; this is why his number is 666 -which is 777 with each digit missing one. God perfected creation in seven days –and He rested. When one is subtracted, the result is six. This is why Christ was crucified on the sixth day (Friday), saying, “This is your hour, and the power of darkness” (Lk 22:53). Yet on this same day, on which Satan committed his sin, Christ fulfilled Redemption, trampling death by death, and rose on the eighth day (Sunday), the first day of the week –therefore Christ the Lord is symbolized by the number 888.

The number 666 signified what is lacking (7-1); it is repeated three times because he works against the Trinity. The number 888 is new life through the work of the Holy Trinity in the life of humanity.
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 The Return Of Enoch And Elijah To Earth:
There is an old adage that says, ‘A bright penny comes in handy on a dark day’. Although it is only a saying, you will see how it applies to this situation. First of all, it is not one penny, but two, as the saying goes ‘I’m saving a couple of pennies for a rainy day’; although, “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man” (Ps 118:8-9).

God, in the course of time, elevated two prophetic personalities to heaven alive. Not to the highest heaven (the heaven of heavens), but to a certain heaven. They are Enoch (the seventh from Adam –notice the number seven) and Elijah the prophet who ascended on a fiery horse-drawn chariot to heaven.

Why? What does it mean that, “Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him” (Gen 5:24)? Why is God keeping them there with Him until now? They were not even Baptized, or die, while the Bible says, “It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Heb 9:27). This means they must die! Why do they still remain in this condition? What are they doing? What is their benefit?

Elijah!

Their benefit is that they are the greatest prophetic personalities: one before the flood (Enoch) and the other after the flood (Elijah). God promised to “send… Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” (Mal 4:5). He is preserving them with Him to come witness to the true Christ in the presence of the beast. In Revelation He said, “And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth” (Rev 11:3), which are three and a half years symbolically (calculating each month at only thirty days
). If you remember, Elijah the prophet prayed “and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months” (Jam 5:17). Clothed in sackcloth (a kind of restraint) because during the beast’s reign times will be chaotic.

“These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. [there are signs yet to come] And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. [Whenever the king sent a captain of fifty to call Elijah, fire came down from heaven and consumed them (Cf 2 Kin 1:10,12); this is an Old Testament account regarding Elijah the prophet.] And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls [Who prayed so that it would not rain for three years and six months?] in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, [When Elijah offered up his sacrifice before the priests of the idols, for the people to appreciate the power of the miracle to occur, he drenched the sacrifice until the trenches around the altar were filled with water. He then prayed, and fire came down from heaven, it consumed the sacrifice and licked up the water around the altar (Cf 1 Kin 18:30-38). When he slaughtered the animal, its blood mixed with the water around the altar; so the water turned into blood (in similar manner to the days of Moses’ ten plagues)] and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them (Rev 11:4-7).

These are living, not departed persons like Moses who died and was buried. These are alive, because it says and kill them. Here, overcome them, does not indicate a spiritual conquest, but that he will have more power than then -by permission from God. They use God’s power -but His scaled power (not His unlimited power) is given to the prophets. He will give them a specific degree of power; yet despite their magnificent power, the beast will overcome them.

This is why I said, God help us! Can you image, Elijah and Enoch who are coming empowered and supported by God -Elijah who called down fire from heaven to consume those who came to take him, and prevented rain by his prayers for three years and six months -will be overcome by the beast. However, before being overcome they will have witnessed to Christ; this is why He says, “I will give power to my two witnesses”; they will be martyred.

“And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified” (Rev 11:8). Spiritually -not literally- called Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified; where was He crucified but Jerusalem! Elijah and Enoch will be martyred there, and this confirms that the beast will definitely appear in Jerusalem. It is a beautiful thing for them to come witness to Christ, validating the old adage that says, ‘A bright penny comes in handy on a dark day’.

One might argue, ‘But they were killed!’ Yes, but they fulfilled their mission, because during a time when the church is overwhelmed with persecution, she will be surprised with these two coming from heaven to stand by the church against the beast and witness to Christ. By their martyrdom, certainly the heavens and earth will be shaken!

You will ask me, ‘When will they be baptized?’ Have you heard of martyrdom baptism -baptism by blood! This is also Scriptural proof of the church’s recognition of baptism by blood. Although they are coming from the Old Testament, they will be counted martyrs of the New Testament –see the beauty. Yes, their baptism will be by their blood, but the wonderful thing is how all the ages hover around Christ the Lord. Not only that, but on the Mount of Transfiguration Elijah and Moses appeared with the Lord: Christ the Lord symbolized the Psalms, Moses symbolized the Law, and Elijah symbolized the Prophets. “All things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” (Lk 24:44). All the ages congregated around Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, and they will again congregate around Him on Mount Jerusalem to witness to Christ.
Enoch!

Regarding Enoch, Scripture says when he was born “men began to call on the name of the Lord” (Gen 4:26). Do you think that Enoch is a simple person? When Enoch came, in his time, and grew, it says, “Then men began to call on the name of the Lord”, therefore Enoch is one of the personalities that could be considered the origin of preachers in the history of humanity. He says, “Saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet 2:5).

( Scriptural Support
Before departing from this sixth sign, we need to see if there are also other Biblical verses that point to this issue.

(  In the last two verses of the book of Malachi (the last book of the Old Testament) it says, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse” (Mal 4:5-6). As if someone is saying, ‘This is the grand finale!’

We ask: ‘Will Elijah come before the Lord’s first, or second Coming?’ It says, “Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord”: literally the second coming, symbolically the first coming. When they saw Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration (of course he had come temporarily and returned to his abode) “His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?’ Jesus answered and said to them… ‘I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they… did to him whatever they wished…’ Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist” (Mt 17:10-12).

The angel told Zacharias (John’s father) “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Lk 1:17). Therefore, symbolically Elijah has come -not by cloning, reincarnation, or any similar means, which are against Christian dogma- because Elijah remains alive. He told them Elijah has come, and He meant John the Baptist. The angel said that “he will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah”, not that he is Elijah.

(  What are the characteristics of this great and dreadful day of the Lord: according to Joel and the book of Acts? In the book of Acts Saint Peter says on the day of Pentecost:

“But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved’” (Act 2:16-21; Joel 2:28-32).

Saint Peter is speaking of the day of Pentecost: “For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Act 2:15-16). Notice here he says the great and awesome day of the Lord, and Malachi says, the great and dreadful day of the Lord. There is a strong connection here, therefore this prophecy concerns both comings; the first coming: Pentecost and Crucifixion–Redemption day, and the second Coming in which all will be burned up: the sun, moon, times and the whole world. This will not occur within the signs, but in the actual coming itself.

On Crucifixion day the sun was also turned into darkness in the middle of the day, and Christ’s blood was present and sacrificed. When he says blood and fire and vapor of smoke, Christ offered Himself an acceptable sacrifice for our salvation and His good Father smelt Him in the evening on Golgotha. The fire was on Pentecost. It was also the fire which uplifted the sacrifice on Redemption Day; as Saint Paul says of Christ the Lord, “Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God” (Heb 9:14). He offered Himself through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit which descended as divided tongues of fire is the same who ascended the sacrifice of the only-begotten Son on Golgotha so His good Father smelt Him in the evening. Here, the blood and fire and vapor of smoke were present on Redemption Day –the first coming (and Pentecost as an event connected with Redemption Day) and are present at the second coming –the end of the world.

Here it becomes evident from Joel and Malachi that the great and awesome day of the Lord indicates the first coming, Redemption, the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, and also the second coming when these wonders will occur: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood. 

Sings of the Second Coming:

These are the sign Christ the Lord mentioned when speaking of the end of the world (not the signs to precede the second coming). Keep in mind there are signs preceding the Coming, and signs of the Coming –the eighth stage:

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven” (Mt 24:29-30).

Here you have an icon of the second coming. We said that the sign of the Son of Man is the sign of the cross. Christ is seated on His throne, clearly above the earth -contrary to some claims that He will come on earth. His throne is in heaven! Christ is seated on His throne in the middle of heaven, not on earth (as we have previously explained).

He said, “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven”, which is the sign of the cross, (to His upper left we find a luminous cross) so that we are able to discern between the true Christ and the false Christ.

“Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory [of course He is surrounded by thousands of thousands and myriads of myriads of angels]. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other [When the angels gather His elect, they will gather them to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air]” (Mt 24:30-31).

He says, “the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken”, these are events to take place during the second coming. This means that this is also the great and dreadful day of the Lord. Not only the heavens and its powers will be shaken, but also the earth will be burned up. Saint Peter calls us to contemplate this subject saying:

“But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pt 3:8-13).

The first point here is that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day, we should not calculate how many thousand years have or have not passed. He says looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, but then again he says, The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish. God’s patience and longsuffering does not mean He is slack! He says not to count the days and years because with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. This does not prevent us from longing for the hastening of the coming of the day of God, and longing to depart from this world -crying with Saint Paul that we have “a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better” (Phi 1:23).

In the days of compiling the Holy Bible, and the days of Saint Peter the apostle, who would have believed that the elements will melt with fervent heat –that metal can be burned? In the atomic age the neutrons that cause explosions and turn matter into energy themselves burned, we see this and saw it in Hiroshima. Logically, during Peter’s days, this was not possible, but he wrote because the Holy Spirit is the speaker. How can the earth be burned up? Who could believe that sand would burn? He not only said it would burn, but said, “the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat”. We know that atomic explosions cause a great noise. If you burn or melt iron it does not produce a great noise, but when does it cause this great noise? When there is an atomic, neutronic, or hydrogenic explosion.

Peter was a simple fisherman, but when he speaks of the end of the world, he speaks through the Holy Spirit. Though Christ the Lord answered, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in his own authority” (Act 1:7), when he (along with the rest) asked about the end of the world.

I wish we could learn to be humble and say, ‘If our fathers the apostles did not know when the world would end, who dares to claim to bypass our saintly fathers the apostles, the writers of the New Testament epistles, overshooting them to know and determine times and seasons’ -as William Miller and Charles Russell, the founders of the Seventh Day Adventist and Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to have done.

I wish we would prepare for the coming of the Lord with a spirit of contrition and humbleness, which is better for our souls, than determining times. May the Lord give us a life of repentance and readiness, through the prayers of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, may the Lord preserve him on his throne, and aid us with the blessing of his prayers.

Glory be to God forever, Amen.

� The Hebrew and Arabic alphabet are close cousins.


� [(30days x 12months = 360days/yr x 3yrs =1080days) + (6mn x 30days = 180days) = 1260days]
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